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itions to his means will perceive at least as much of Mar-

jllus as of Fabius in his character. He could not have

3en more enterprising without endangering the cause he

3fended. Not relying upon those chances which some-

mes give a favorable issue to attempts apparently desperate,

is conduct was regulated by calculations made upon the

ipacities of his army and the real situation of his country.

7. In his civil administration, as in his military career,

ere exhibited ample and repeated proofs of that practical

ood sense, of that sound judgment which is, perhaps, the

Lost rare, and is certainly the most valuable quality of the

uman mind. Devoting himself to the duties of his station,

ad pursuing no object distinct from the public good, he
ras accustomed to contemplate from a distance those criti-

il situations in which the country might probably be

laced; and to digest, before the occasion required action,

le line of conduct which it would be proper to observe.

8. Respecting, as the first magistrate in a free govern-

ient must ever do, the real and deliberate sentiments of

le people, their gusts of passion passed over without ruf-

in£ the smooth surface of his mind. Trusting to the re-

ecting good sense of the nation for approbation and sup-

ort, he had the magnanimity to pursue its real interests

l opposition to its temporary prejudices ; and though far

*om being regardless of popular favor, he could never

toop to retain by deserving to lose it. In more instances

tian one, we find him committing his whole popularity to

azard, and pursuing steadily, in opposition to a torrent

diich would have overwhelmed a man of ordinary firm-

ess, that course which had been dictated by a sense of

uty.

9. No man has ever appeared upon the theatre of public

ction whose integrity was more incorruptible, or whose

•rinciples were more perfectly free from the contamination

f those selfish and unworthy passions which find their

Lourishment in the conflicts of party. Having no views


